
A TRIP OK THE YIGILMT

How the Police Boat Makes Its
Daily Toms of Inspection

WnshinntonH Wilier Kront iih Seen
From the Ioel of I he Iltllc Croft

llcnntiful AiMlas Throuirh llic
Tree Which Skirt the Shore

Along the line of the Seventh Street
wharves one notices a huge sign rival-

ing
¬

those in front of the excursion
piers In the immediate neighborhood
This sign which does not however
appeal to the public contains the one
word Harbormaster an official
whose duty It is in a general way to
see that all is auiet along the Po-

tomac
¬

or at least that portion of
the noble river which Hows within
District limits In regard to his title
which is not euphonious it may be as
well to mention that Harbormaster
Sutton is more generally and perhaps
more properly known as Commodore
Sutton a title bestowed on him bj a
well known newspaper man of this
city who also suggested the name of
the commodores craft the Vigilant

In order to give an idea t some of
the multifarious duties which come
under the commodores supervision it
may be interesting to take a trip on
the Vigilant The commodore himself
does not accompany us but he intro-
duces

¬

us to the junior officer com-
manding

¬

the boat and we make our-

selves
¬

as comfortable as possible re
paratory to starting off

It is a bright beautiful morning and
there is exhilaration in the air and
sky and water A blue uniformed po-

liceman
¬

is washing down the decks of
the Vigilant with a tire hose a similar
occupation being carried on upon a
passenger steamer which is lying close
by Another man on the police boat is
polishing the brass fittings of the little
craft until they shine in the sun like
gold In the interval of waiting on
the commodores trim little pier the
visitor notices on one side and en-

closed
¬

in a new and elegant dock a
neat launch This craft belongs to the
Secretary of War who forms one of
an enthusiastic party of boating men
including General Corbln On the other
side of the pier is a low lying rowboat
dingy and time worn It is used in
dragging for the bodies of those who
have met death either accidentally or
through design in the river One can-
not

¬

help reflecting that it must have
carried a considerable number of such
gruesome freight and regarding it
with some little aversion
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And now the Vigilanfs whistle gives
a piercing scream as if it were impa-

tient
¬

to be off and we make our way
over the side of the wharf down a
small metal ladder onto the deck of
the police tug Another whistle and
off we go the captain in the pilot
house above and a couple of policemen
on deck sharply reannintr the double
row of miscellaneous craft to see if
all lie within their prescribed limits
and do not obstruct the middle chan-
nel

¬

Theres the same boat we warned
yesterday lying outside the line
again says one of the policemen The
other runs his eye critically along the
row of broadsides and sterns and ar-
rives

¬

at the same conclusion The of¬

fending craft a sluggish looking sloop
with a cargo of cordwood is promptly
borne down upon No reply comes to
the hail from the police tug A soli-
tary

¬

individual id at length discovered
asleep on top of a pile of wood he
might be taken for a log himself He
is finally aroused by repeated hails

Wheres the captain of this boat
Gone sir replies the only occu-

pant
¬

Gone where
I dont know
Whats his name
I dont recollect but I think its

Simpson
The name is promptly entered In the

books of the police captain a record
somewhat impaired in value from the
fact that another interrogatory re
gat ding the cognomen of the offend-
ing

¬

mariner addressed to a man on a
neighboring boat leads to the circum-
stance

¬

that the latter rather thinks it
is Jones while another person is con-

vinced
¬

it is Johnson
THE BEAUTIES OF THE FLATS

The captain expresses his Arm de-

termination
¬

to subject the unknown to
the penalty of the law if he does not
conform with the regulations and the
tug new runs alongside an ice schoon-
er

¬

from Maine A piece of the Inestima-
ble

¬

summer luxury ia taken on board
and a start is made for what in all
probability will be an uninterrupted
run up the channel which winding
around the reclaimed ground of the

flats constitutes a portion of what
may be called the upper Potomac

The operation of reclaiming the fiats
has often been alluded to and de-
scribed

¬

but It Is impossible not to re-
flect

¬

in passing on the wonder of an
engineering achievement which caused
this beautiful island to rise as If by
magic from the water and to utilize
in this manner thfe waste material
which was washed down in successive
layers by the turbulent upper Po-
tomac

¬

The fine row of weeping willows on
the side of the island facing the
wharves is well known doubtless to
all river excursionists These trees
were planted as a bulwark to protect
the enclosing stone wall which other-
wise

¬

would be broken out and de ¬

stroyed by the weight of the earth be
Iiind

The different vistas of the city and
river from points along the water
front not accessible to the average ex¬

cursionist can be only enjoyed by
those who maneuvre small craft or
who have sufficient enthusiasm on the
subject to investigate specially for
themselvs From the Washington end
of Long Bridge very attractive and
picturesque views are afforded To
Bay nothing of the almost uninterrupted
line of dusty country wagons that pan
to and fro across the bridge proper on
market days their sunburnt occu ¬

pants in straw sombreros and punbon
riets the view down the main channel
is very pretty the wharves on the one
side and lite island on the other with
the trim emerald green beds of the
Agricultural Departments experiment
garden contrasting somewhat striking¬

ly with the grimy coal piers opposite
the double line of craft of all

from the unwieldy houseboat to
the Hzht canoe the white excursion
steamer In the distance and the ver-

dant
¬

point of the Arsenal beyond
Turning nout and facing in an op
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posite direction we see the waters of
Big Basin which open out from a lit-

tle
¬

three arch stone bridge which cne
could almost jump across to very con-

siderable
¬

dimensions Big Basin bounds
the island on this side and its waters
connect boh with the channels of the
upper and lower Potomac

It is along the upper Potomac chan-
nel

¬

that the police boat makes Its way
after it has been determined that ev¬

erything with the exception of the
sloop already mentioned is all right
as far as Long Bridge Between Big
Basin and the lower channel by the
way are the sluice gates which open-
ing

¬

and closing automatically at the
ebb and flow of the tide clear the
business part of the river from im-

purities
¬

and prevent accumulations of
washed down material

The Vigilant steams bravely along
the broad stretch of water that leads
to Georgetown Among the trees on
the shore at one spot are seen num-
bers

¬

of horses grazing in the long
grass This is the hospital for invalid
cavalry horses where they are cared
for until again fit for service Through
the willows at places on the same
side are seen beautiful vislas of the
public buildings the Capitol the Li-

brary
¬

of Congres and the State War
and Navy Departments while the Mon-

ument
¬

rises in grand simplicity appar-
ently

¬

close at hund The contrast be ¬

tween the dazzling whiteness of these
noble structures and the green um-

brage
¬

through which they are dis-

closed
¬

lends to the former an added
and fairy like charm

Just now we pass the huge steam
dredges that are conducting mysteri-
ous

¬

operations and adding both land
and water to the surface of the planet
in this neighborhood We pass under
or rather through Iong Bridge which
opens in the middle for that purpose
We see the opening of the great sewer
wlich pours its noisome tribute into
the river near the monnd upon which
stands the old Naval Observatory
now utilised by the Medical Corps of
the Navy Department It is from the
top of this hill its summit adorned
with noble trees as well as with the
white domes of the old Observatory
that Braddock is said to have contem-
plated

¬

with enthusiasm the beauty of
the surrounding scene The rock upon
which he stood is to be discerned en-

closed
¬

with the railing which was
lately erected by the District of Co-

lumbia
¬

Historical Society
GEORGETOWNS WATER FRONT

And now we approach the water
front of Georgetown on the one hand
and Analostan Island on the other
Enshrouded and hidden by the dense
growth of trees which covers this isl-

and
¬

are the ruins of the mansion of
General Mason The general owned
the entire island and his fine home
was onc e the scene of lavish and abun-
dant

¬

hospitality Even now it is pos-
sible

¬

to trace In the neglected ave-
nues

¬

and the remains of the house and
grounds some remnants of former ele-

gance
¬

Tiie ownership of Analostan is
claimed at pit sent by a member of
the Oldest Inhabitants Association of
the District

The water front of Georgetown pre
sents a strange and confused assem
blaze of manufactories and mills of
various kinds junk shops and dilapi ¬

dated residences which may have
been fine in their day but which are
now falling to ruin At the extremity
of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal are
to be seen the ponderous canal boats
which have come with their loads of
coal all the way from Cumberland
Families live on these boats and some
persons among them die perhaps
knowing and caring for naught be-

yond
¬

the confined space of their cabins
and decks Truly from the latter
some of the fairest spots of earth are
visible as the cumbersome barges
wend slowly down that narrow ribbon
of water that follows the Potomac so
closely is its loveliest aspects There
are few more beautiful bits of scenery
than the junction of the Potomac and
the Suspuehanna at Harpers Ferry
and indeed there is hardly a view af-
forded

¬

from the Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal that is not a revelation of the
ever varying loveliness of nature

Passing beneath the Aqueduct Bridge
preparatory to retracing our way we
notice outlined on the stone piers of
the bridge the mark showing the po¬

sition of the old canal which was for-
merly

¬

carried across here and which
gave to the structure its present name

And now we steam back over the
way we came and passing along by
the excursion wharves again and es-

pying
¬

Commodore Sutton himself con-

templating
¬

us with the aid of a glass
we round the point of the Arsenal and
make our way up the Eastern Branch
as far as the Navy Yard Hero we
keep a sharp lookout for youths who
go in bathing without a proper regard
for the proprieties and for fishermen
who are not content with the modest
hook and line but must needs em ¬

ploy the proscribed net-- No offenders
of this sort being encountered we re-

turn
¬

quietly to our moorings and bid
farewell to the captain who will go
out again in the afternoon on a regu-
lar

¬

trip and who with his crew is
likely to be called at any time In an
emergency Then making our ac ¬

knowledgments to the commodore we
bid adieu to the good boat Vigilant
and her worthy crew

SEATS ON THE EXCHANGE

1ie Glllce Hoy Wan an Kortunntc as
the ItoiiHtcr

There are men in all the walks of life
who are fond of boasting about their
business acumen and their powers of
money making and Wall Streets has Its
braggarts as well as any other locality
Two brokers met the other day on their
way home In a ferryboat and one said to
the other In a frli ndly wplrlt

Well old man is the Street using you
well these days

Using me well I exclaimed the other
In a loud voice as his chest stuck out
like a pouter pigeons Why say my
Iwy I Just coined money before Unit
Northern Pacific corner spoiled the boom
and I was smart enough not to get caught
in the squeeze either Pulled out a big
winner sir a big winner Let some ofmy friends in for a slice of the good tiling
too Why say one of my office boys
bought a seat on the Slock Exchange
with his winnings on tips from w V hat
do you think of that And his eyes
swept the circle of admiring faces which
his loud boasting had caused to turn to-
ward

¬

him
His companion evidently did not like

this and in somewhat sarcastic tones re ¬
plied

Why thats nothing One of my of¬

fice boys got a seat on the Exchange
too

Did ho exclaimed the braggart
rather skeptically --J did not hear about
that How did he manage It

Walking backward across the floor of
the Exchange he stepped on an orange
peel and his feet bhot out in front of
him

The booster did not join In the laugh
with which his former audience greeted
this explanation New York Tribune
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DAWN 01 AN AGE 0 GLASS

The Prediction of J tiles llem ivaux
the French Scientist

He ClnluiH That the Ilrittle Substance
Ih the IleKt Known 31nterlnl for
Every Kind of Structural Purpone

Some of Its Present Ises

That the world is about to see the-- in-

auguration
¬

of an age of glass is the
prediction of Jules nenrivaux till late ¬

ly the director of the great glass man-

ufactory
¬

at St Gobain and one of the
greatest French chemists

M Henrivaux is an enthusiast on
glass He believes it to be the ma-

terial
¬

of the future no does not pre-

tend
¬

that we can look for glass cannon
or glass men-o-w- ar or glass grey-

hounds
¬

of the ocean nor does he eon
template the substitution of vitreous
machinery for that which we now em-

ploy
¬

in our various processes of manu-
facture

¬

but he does claim that glass is
the best substance known to us for
every kind of structural purpose and
especially for dwellng houses In short
if the visions of M Henrivaux are
realized we shall all be living in glass
houses before long

The point of the idea is found in the
inexhaustible supply of the materials
from which glass is made in Its adap-
tability

¬

to all shapes and forms Its
durability and its cleanliness With
regard to the second point it Is ob-

vious
¬

that glass can be shaped colored
and decorated to an extent of which no
other material Is capable and It la upon
this aspect of the idea that M Henri-
vaux

¬

lavishes his Imagination
There are six ways in which glass

can be manipulated It can be cast into
window panes paving stones panels
etc It can be molded into cornices
slates wall decorations and even
statues It can be blown into bottles
tumblers vases and all the utensils
comprised under the name of glass-
ware

¬

It can be blown and ground
into crystals lense3 prisms and other
objects of art and utility It can be
drawn into the finest threads and made
into pipes baskets and dress ma-
terial

¬

It can be turned into mosaics
and enamels and can be brought Into
the cloaest imitation of most of the pre-
cious

¬

stones
Imagine with M Henrivaux the con-

struction
¬

of a glass house The founda-
tions

¬

and the walls would be construct-
ed

¬

of a variety of glass recently In-

vented
¬

called stone glass which has
already sucessfully withstood the
severest tests When crushed It gives
a resistance three times as great as
granite When subjected to heat or
cold it is found less sensitive than steel
When submitted to friction it shows
less wear than porphyry Shock as of
a hammer blow it resists to a degree
twenty two times as severe as that
which would fracture marble The test
of tension has practicaly no effect on It
whatever

The walls then would be built of
glass held together by angle Iron so as
to permit of a hollow space through
which pipes could pass the pipes
themselves being glasswork convey-
ing

¬

hot air hot and cold water gas
electric wires drains and everything
needed for the health and comfort of
the Inhabitants Stairs and balus-
trades

¬

ceilings and wall decorations
mantelpieces and fireplaces would all
be constructed of glass Some of M
Henrlvauxs conceptions in the way of
decorations in which the glass is made
opaque or tinted with brilliant colors
or made silver and golden or arranged
in prisms and crystals with facets like
diamonds are perhaps too fanciful to
be taken seriously but through them
all there runs the same enthusiasm the
same belief that gias as Thiers once
said of Louis Napoleon is capable of
anything

Our chairs and tables in the new
glass age will be made of vitrified ma-
terial

¬

toughened to the strength of oak
and mahogany Our cooking utensils
our plates and cups and saucers will
be made of the same substance Even
our knives and forks will have glass
handles if not glass blades

The new glass house will be absolute-
ly

¬

clean and practically indestructible
The whole of its surface can be washed
from the top story to the basement
without a trace of humidity being left
Dust cannot collect on Its polished face
and the spider will find no place on
which to hang its cobwebs

They have already begun to pave the
streets of Paris with glass and it is
found that the substance while prac-
tically

¬

indestructible is admirably
suited to the feet of both men and
beasts and as it neither holds nor
makes any dirt it is absurdly easy to
clean Its only fault Is that It some ¬

what increases the noise of the traffic
but even this might by and by be
overcome

One of the features of last years ex-

hibition
¬

was the Palais Lumlneux or
the Palace of Light built entirely of
glass It was to some extent the reali-
zation

¬

of M Henrlvauxs Ideal Not
only was it of solid construction but
the adaptability of glass to every class
of decoration in form and color aided
by Its various degrees of opaqueness
and transparency enabled its builders
to raise a structure which as far trans-
cended

¬

Londons Crystal Palace as a
diamond outshines the imitation

The question of cost has not been left
out of account Glass can be made out
of almost anything amenable to the in-

fluence
¬

of fire The stone glass to
which reference has already been made
Is manufactured mainly from what
have hitherto been regarded as waste
substances The slag heaps which dis-

figure
¬

our miningsimi Iron districts are
all convertible Into glass Evidently
the days of bricks and slate are num-
bered

¬

Perhaps It might be possible in con-

nection
¬

with one of the many projected
exhibitions to construct on a modest
but sufficient scale a dwelling of the
kind M Henrivaux describes People
would then be able to experience the
actual sensation of walking along glass
floors of climbing a glass staircase of
being surrounded by glass walls of
sitting on glass chairs at glass tables
drinking tea out of glass cups and
stirring it with glass teaspoons

How far this could be accomplished
with due avoidance of monotony it is
hard to say Certainly M Henrivaux
Is enthusiastic enough to believe In ths
fullest developments of his idea

It ia perhaps a fanciful idea but It
must be confessed that with M Hen
rivnuxs guidance an inspection of the
brilliant comfortable clean Indestruc-
tible

¬

glass houses of the future is a
tiling to charm the imagination and de-
light

¬

the esthetic senses
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A BRITISH OFFICERS PAY
Numerous Expense to Meet on Tiro

Hollars Per Day
Five shillings and three pence Is the

daily pay of a British officer of the in¬

fantry when he first Joins When lie
risesto the rank of Heutennrt he draws
Os 6d Government gives him a lodging
with a table and two chairs in it a
meagre allowance of coals and candles
or gas and having done this expects
him on bis pay to clotlro and feed him-
self

¬

and supply himself with furniture
There are certain expenses which a
young olflcer is by regulation bound to
Incur He must join the regimental mess
and la charged for his dinner whether
he eats it or not except during periods
of leave He contributes a months pay
to the mess fund on joining and eight
days pay annually- - His daily messing
if he practices strict economy comes to
3s Cd or 4s a day It may be stated as
a rule mess funds jito In a state of de-
pletion

¬

owing to the expense of carriage
of mess property from one station to an-

other
¬

Government makes no allowance for a
certain weight of baggage but the off-

icers
¬

pay for the overplus and as a mess
journeys from one station to another with
its chairs and carpets and earthenware
for everyday use and china for guest
nights its pots and pans Its knives and
forks and perhaps its mess table the
bill presented for overweight Is always a
big one

The contract made between a civilian
messman and the mess president specifies
generally an elaborate daily dinner with
two entrees game when In season and
dessert as courses in It certain special
luxuries such as turkey and ham being
added on guest nights This appears to
be very extravagant but when the mess
president does the catering and the dinner
is less elaborate there is little if any sav ¬

ing in expense
The purchase and up keep of uniform Is

of course unavoidable but the constant
changes of patterns and material are a
caese not only of expense but of irrita-
tion

¬

and the old service joke that the War
Office and military tailors are in league
Is often half believed to be a truth Why
cannot we have uniforms that are made

to stay It is an unfortunate fnct that
after years of fidgety alterations the uni-
form

¬

of today worn by British olflcers Is
more expensive and more uncomfortable
than that worn by foreign armies Should
officers be expected to wear uniform as
they certainly oughtjo expect when on
leave or indulging in sport or games
three innovations are necessary if the ol ¬

der is not to be looked on as a grievance
Payment of a soldiers servant at 30s a

month and clothing him In livery a
washing bill of 15s a payment averaging

1 a month for the entertainment of regi-
mental

¬

guests are other unavoidable ex ¬
penses a subaltern must Incur and a sub-
scription

¬

to the regimental rifle club
though not officially insisted on is prac-
tically

¬

given by order
By the time these expenses have been

met the 5s 3d or 6a Cd have vanished
Some aid the Government might afford
the officer without unduly swelling the
estimates ine plate anu silver nest
china pictures trophies which the off-
icers

¬

of a regiment own they take a
pride in and under any circumstances
would carry from station to station but
the pots and pans tFe carpets the ante-
room

¬

armchairs the card tables the
breakfast cups and saucers the earthen-
ware

¬

for dally use have no --special sen-
timent

¬

attaching to them and If the of-
ficers

¬

on changing stations went from one
mess quarter furnished and equipped by
the Government Into another simllrly
prepared the convenience of the arrange-
ment

¬

and the saving of expense to the
mess fund would make amends for the
first shock of eating lunch off a plate
without the regimental crest on it

What would be a boon to the mess
would also be a boon to the Individual of-
ficer

¬

If the Government supplies him
with a table and chairs it might extend
Its liberality and give him a bedstead
washstand bath and chest of drawers
so that a roll of bedding his portman-
teau

¬

and csmp equipment would be all
the baggage he would change quarters
with

Such expenses as subscriptions to the
ofilcers and the company cricket clubs
to the regimental football club to the
athletic club and perhaps to the polo
club are not absolutely necessary but
It makes a young officer very miserable
to have to say no when asked to take
his share In the less expensive amuse-
ments

¬

of the regiment Philadelphia
Times

WONDERFUL DOLL HOUSES

Some of the 3Iont Klahorate Cot a
rortune

Some of the doll houses that are built
Ithese days leave little to the Imagination

of the children fortunate enough to pos-

sess
¬

them Very often they cost a
small fortune and the workmanship ex-

pended
¬

on the furniture and other acces-
sories

¬

Is of the highest order
Doll houses of this kind are not to be

bought ready made In a toy shop but are
built to order and often on specifications
in which the smallest detail is considered
One which was presented recently to a
little girl of the upper West Side was built
and furnished on such a scale of magnifi-
cence

¬

as fairly to stun the recipient
This house Is of the colonial style of ar-

chitecture
¬

and Is four feet high five feet
wide and three feet deep There are four
ample windows in the rear and five in the
front Two tall chimneys painted in im¬

itation of red brick surmount the roof
The main entrance is through double

doors which are approached by a short
flight of steps There Is a door bell that
rings and the number of the house which
Is 37 Is painted in gold on the glass of
the doora All of the front except the
central portion containing the main en-

trance
¬

and the window above it may be
swung back on hinges thus revealing the
interior On the first lloor are the kitch-
en

¬

and dlnlngroom In the kitchen Is a
range In perfect order In which real fires
may be built The frying pan and griddle
are of Iron and the coal scuttle and dust-
pan

¬

of copper Then there are the clothes
boiler a box full of clothes pins wooden
water pails and a closet with shelves in
the drawers of which ia a complete set ofpewter dishes for the use of the servant
There Is also a closet In which may be
stored kitchen utensils The chairs are of
solid wood

An arch leads from the kitchen Into the
dining room which is furnished In
sumptuous style The carpet Is Turkey
red and the paper on the wall Is blue
and gold The table which is round Is
of inlaid wood The chairs are of oak
solidly built with cane bottoms and turn-
ed

¬

lens Thero are also a side table a
buffet a couch of Inlaid wood and an
easy chair with red velvet seat in the
corner The dishes are china

The second floor is occupied by the par-
lor

¬

and the bedroom both very beautiful
In the eyes of the child owner The par-
lor

¬

carpet Is old rose and the wall paper
white and gold There are five high
backed padded chalis an armchair and
a sofa with a carved hack all exquisite-
ly

¬

made and all covered with white flow ¬

ered silk There are also two wooden
high back chairs of fancy design

In the bedroom are four high back
white and cold chairs with blue satin
cushions and a white and gold bed with
a blue satin canopy The dressing table
matches the rest of the furniture and in
the centre of It Is painted a bunch of
roses The room also contains a hand-
some

¬

white wood desk with green bnlze
top and closets underneath a marble top
stand and an ebony armchair and foot
rest both covered with red satin There
Is a lnce spread for the bed

In each room save the kitchen there la
an elaborate brass chandelier suspended
from the cilllng Each loom also con-
tains

¬

a fireplace and mantel In --rh par-
lor

¬

dining room and bedroom are flung
little pictures resembling oil palntlnas
and framed artistically in gilt All the
front windows have lace curtains tied
back with blue satin ribbons

Just inside the door then- - Is a metal card
receiver and a brass umbrella rack has
three bright colored sun umbrellas In It
The baby carriage Is of must modern
French build with high hotly movable
top and easy moving jjprlnus A brass
bird cage containing a miniature parrot
hangs from one of the second story win-
dows

¬

There Is a brass clock with gins
face in each room the one in the parlor
lielng flanked on either side by a tail can-
delabrum

¬

Th family that occupies this wonderful
mansion Is French If one Is to judge by
the dribs of Its members Besides the
father and mother then- - are four chil-
dren

¬

a nurse a chef and two maids
New York Sun

CR ifWflSWr 3SFliFt Hjje p5

JAPANESE TO H0N0RPE1EY

A Monument to Be Unveiled Where
lie Landed in 1853

An U rprcxMlon of Gratitude Krom
llic People of the Mikado Um ¬

pire lo the Comnioilnrc nnil His
Men for Their Famous Expedition

The Bel yu Kyu Kal or American As-
sociation

¬

of Japan proposes on July 11

the forty eighth anniversary of Commo-
dore

¬

Matthew Calbralth Perrys memor-
able

¬

visit to Japan to unveil a monument
to his memory upon the very spot where
his foot first trod Japanese soil The
rensons for tho memorial given by the
associations circular tell In brief how the
Japanese today regard Perrys work
Baron Kentaro Kaneko says

The visit of Perry was in a word the
turning of the key which opened the
doors of the Japanese Kmpirc to friendly
Intercourse with tho United States and
subsequently to the rest of the nations of
Europe on similar terms and may in
truth be regarded as the most memorable
event in our annals an event which paved
tho way and accelerate the Introduction
of a new order of things an event that
enabled the country to enter upon the un ¬

precedented era of national ascendency
In which wo are now living

There Is a reason then a strong reason
why this visit of Commodore Perry no
less than the spot where those memorable
conferences took place should be perpetu-
ated

¬

In the memory of the Japanese peo-

ple
¬

She owes In no small degree
her present prosperity to the United
States of America In that the latter ren-
dered

¬

her the great and lasting service
mentioned

After the lapse of theso forty eight
years her people have however come to
entertain but an uncertain memory of
Kurihama and yet it was there that
Perry first trod tho soil of Japan and
for the first time awoke the country from
Its slumberous seclusion of three centu-
ries

¬

thero It was that first gleamed the
light that has ever since Illumined Japan s
way In her new born career of progrers

Bearing In mind the purpose of Colum-
bus

¬

the Portuguese first landed In Japan
as early as 1M3 and for nearly a century
enjoyed rare advantages until factional
religious differences led to their expulsion
In 1C33 The Dutch reached Japan at the
beginning of the seventeenth century in
1603 they were licensed to trade and to
curry favor assisted in the persecution of
native Christians In 1633 Two years later
they were relegated to Dashlma where
they established their factory and trading
station and their position there even up
to the arrival of Perry was tantamount
to imprisonment and ignominy Prior to
Perrys expedition both the British and
the Russians had secured temporary ad
vantages of a local nature but these had
long been abandoned

FAILURE OK THE FIRST EXPEDITION

In ISiC an expedition was sent by this
country to Japan for the purpose of ef-

fecting
¬

commercial negotiations with the
Empire The Columbus
of ninety guns and the corvette Vin
cennes Commodore Blddle commanding
reached Yeddo in July and without once
going on shore after a stay of ten day3
Commodore Biddle received the Em-
perors

¬

answer to our application which
curtly said No trade can be allowed
with any foreign nation except Holland
Glynns trip to Nagasaki In 1S19 In the
little Preble to demand the release of
some shipwrecked American seamen
had a salutary effect although his sailor
diplomacy of bluntness and a show of
force were nt intended to effect larger
purposes

Glynns work made an impression upon
Perry and was not forgotten when his
toll In the war with Mexico was over
The immediate result of that war was
the opening up of the golden territory of
California and the consequent sugges-
tion

¬

of a market and commercial rela-
tion

¬

with Japan
After meeting many vexatious delays

Commodore Perry at last was sent on the
expedition he Jjad planned and early on
July 2 1K3 sailed from tho Loo Choo
Islands with sloops-of-w- ar Saratoga and
Plymouth In tow respectively of the Sus-
quehanna

¬

and the Mississippi and headed
directly for the Bay of Yeddo and the
memorable landing place at Knrihama
then called Gorihama On tho morning
of July 8 the precipitous outlines stole
out of the enveloping haze as though
timorous at tho sight of the barbarians

flreships
The anchors had hardly gripped bottom

ere the Vice Governor of Uraga the
town immediately abreast the ships set
out for the squadron followed by a fleet
of guardboats to surround the vessels
Great was his surprise to see his police
craft ordered from the shiDs sides at
the point of bayonets and open mouthed
guns and even ho was not admitted to
the flagship until hl3 purpose was fully
stated When permitted to board finally
he was met only by delegates of the un-
seen

¬

Commodore for the sake of added
Impression created ia name admiral
and he was informed that the great ad-
miral

¬

would hold no Intercourse person-
ally

¬

with anyone short of the Emperor
or one of his councilors and that he
came bearing a message of peace from
the President of the United State3 who
should be spoken of In the same exalted
terms only applicable to the Emperor
himself

The cordon of guard boats was com-
manded

¬

to be ordered away under peril
of being dispersed by force ind the Vice
Governor was given to understand that no
one short of the Governor of Uraga would
be recognized In the beginning and he
was plainly told that the vessels would
not go to Nagasaki previously the only
port open in any way to foreigners Nnk
ashima for such was the deputys name
went home to ponder over his snubbing
polite as It was and the first card a
trump had been played by Perry In the
great game of Japanese ceremonial while
he In aU the mysterlousness of seclusion
became clothed In an atmosphere not
characteristic of his charmingly approach ¬

able personality under customary condi-
tions

¬

ItECKIVED HY THE GOVERNOR

Whether the portent of a peculiarly Im-

pressive
¬

meteoric display of the following
night weighed upon the Japanese minds
as they gazed upon the barbarians lire
ships or whether Perrys Impressive Iso-

lation
¬

carried the day Is not known but
at 7 oclock tho next morning the Gover-
nor

¬

himself came off to the flagship Sus-
quehanna

¬

glorious In embroidery gilt
brocade lacquered helmet and swords
surrounded by a company of glittering
satellites He was treated with the same
disdain as his predecessor To the Gov-
ernor

¬

was vouchsafed a mere glimpse of
the thousand dollar gilt case holding the
precious epistle enough to whet his Ori-

ental
¬

curiosity and to him was entrusted
a copy of the document to be transmitted
to the Emperor previously to a ceremonial
presentation of the real letter at the ilace
and upon the day to be set by his High ¬

ness at Yeddo One more ceremonial les ¬

son had ben borne in upon the Japanese
mind

On Wednesday July 13 In the afternoon
the Governor with a thousand apologies
brought the Emperors letter detailing his
First Councilor of the Empire Toda
Prince of Idzu to receive the Presidents
missive No less than two hours and a
half were absorbed In nrranging the place
of landing and fixing the minutest details
of ceremonial and dress Kurihama just
above 1ragn was appointed as the place
of landing

The olllcial account of the ceremonies
on short says

Two boys dressed for the ceremony

preceded the commodore bearing in an
envelope of scarlet cloth the boxes whl h
contained his credentials and the Presi ¬

dents letter These documents of folio
size were beautifully written on vellum
and not folded but bound In blue silk vel-
vet

¬

Each seal attached by cords of in-
terwoven

¬

gold and silk with pendent gold
tassels was encased In a circular box six
Inches In diameter and three Inches In
depth wrought of pure gold Each of
the documents together with its seal was
placed In a box of rosewood about a foot
long with lock hinges and mountings all
of gold On either side of the commodore
marched a tall well formed negro armed
to the teeth acting as his personal guard
All this of course was for effect

The commodore having been escorted
to the deer of tho house or reception en-
tered

¬

with his suite As the commodore
and his suite ascended to the reception
room the wo dignitaries who were seatedon the left arose and bowed and the com-
modore

¬

and suite were conducted to the
armchairs which had been provided for
them on the right The Interpreters an-
nounced

¬

the-- names and titles of tho high
Japanese functionaries as

Toda Jrlnce of ldtu and
Ido Prince of IwanL They

were both men advanced In years the
former apparently about fifty and the lat¬

ter some ten or fifteen years older They
were both very richly dressed their gar-
ments

¬

being heavy silk brocade inter¬

woven with elaborately wroiunr ilgures
In gold and silver

From the beginning tho two princes
had assumed an air of statuesque for- -
mallty which they preserved during not of largest her
whole Interview as they never spoke a
word and rose from their seats only at
the entrance and exit of the commodore
when the- - made a grave and formal how
For some time after the commodore and
his suite had taken their scats ther wjs
a pause of some minutes a word be¬

ing uttered on either aide Tatsnoske
tho principal Interpreter was the ftr3t to
break silence which ho did by asking
Mi Portman the Dutch Interpreter
whether the letters were ready for deliv ¬

ery stating that the Prince Toda was
prepared to receive them and that a
scarlet box at the upper end of the room
was prepared as their receptacle

THE PRESIDENTS LETTER

The Commodore upon this being com-
municated

¬

to him beckoned to the boys
who stood in the lower hall to advance
when they immediately obeyed his sum ¬

mons and came forward bearing the
handsome boxes containing the Presi¬

dents letter and other documents The
two stalwart negroes followed Immedi ¬

ately In rear of the boys and marching
up to the scarlet receptacle received the
boxes from the hands or the bearers
opened them took out the letters and
displaying the writings and seals laid
them upon lid of the Japanese box
all In perfect silence

Artec tne documents had been so
placed Mr Portman Dutch interpreter
by the commodores direction indicated
to Tatznoske the Japanese interpreter
the character of the various documents
upon which Tatznpske and the Governor
of Uraga kneeling both bowed their
heads The latter now rising approached
the Prince of Iwanl and prostrating
himself on his knees before him re-
ceived

¬

from his hands a roll of papers
with which he crossed over to the com-
modore

¬

and again falling uijon his
knees delivered It to him The Dutch
interpreter now asked what those pa-
pers

¬
were to which it was answered

They are the imperial rescript
In part It said Many times It

been communicated that business relat-
ing

¬

to foreign countries cannot be trans-
acted

¬

here In Uraga but In Nagasaki
Now It has been observed that the ad-
miral

¬

In his quality of Ambassador of
the President would be Insulted by t
the justice of thihas been acknowledged
consequently the above mentioned letter
Is hereby received In opposition to
Japanese law Because the place is not
designed to treat of anything from for¬

eigners so neither can conference nor
entertainment take place Tho letter be-
ing

¬

received you will leave here
After a silence of some minutes the

commodore directed his interpreters to
inform the Japanese that he Vould leave
with the squadron for Loo Choo and Can-
ton

¬

in two or three days and to offer to
the Government his services if It wished
to send any despatches or messages to
those places The commodore also stated
that it was his Intention to return to
Japan In the approaching spring perhaps
In April or May

On July 15 Perry transferred hla flag
to the Mississippi and steamed up to
within sight of the shipping of Yeddo and
the next day was given over to surveying
and the hospitable reception of Japanese
visitors On Sunday morning 17th
Perry and his squadron steamed away
after having made possible his reception
the year following when he returned with
a larger squadron and the wonder work-
ing

¬

gifts of this nation

BANDITS TJT CUBA

Planters lay Well to Prevent De
Htructlon of Iroperly

Banditry In Cuba Is to all Intents and
purposes a well recognized profession
They have a habit of holding up people
of means that differs In some respects
from the mode of the Italian brigands
but leads to the same results

A gentleman who has lived In Cuba
nearly all of his states that It Is in
large part due to the moneyed men them-
selves

¬

that tribute Is paid to gangs of
robbers who have a polite way of doing
things This gentleman said

I know of one man in the province of
Clenfucgos who ha3 been compelled to
pay vast sums annually In order to pre-
vent

¬

the destruction of his property This
money has been paid to a man who fig-

ured
¬

prominently in tho last revolution
and who has a plan all of his own for
forcing money from wealthy people This
man who makes the collections Is sup-
posed

¬

to have a large following In that
province and for this reason it is an
easy matter for him to intimidate those
who feel that they have not the protec ¬

tion which the law should give
He will go to the owner of a large

plantation and ask to borrow 00 or JlOOJ
tor a few weeks The owner of plan-
tation

¬

knows that It Is useless to refuse
he knows too that the money paid

out In this way will nevor be paid back
to him It is a tribute which he feels he
must give to those who are supposed to
have some influence because of their
connection with tho late revolution The
money is paid without a protest and it
is not long before another request for
funds Is made

It Is largely due to the lack of moral
courage on the part of those who are
held up that theso bandits for such they
are are able to continue their work The
man who has money feels that if he does
not comply with their demands ae will
have his property destroyed and In this
way Icse a great deal more In a single
day or night than he will be asked to pay
the bandits In a lifetime If the proper ¬

ty owners would get together and refuse
the demands of thse scoundrels they
would have some chance of putting an
end to their work

But they are afraid to do anything
and for this lack of confidence which they
have In those who are entrusted with on- -
forcing the law they must pay a tribute
This is whnt makes the life of the Cuban
bandit such a prosperous one Of course
the men who hold up property owners in
this way do not consider themselves ban-
dits

¬

In fact th y are never afraid of
the law as thev operate in a way to keep
on the safe side They do not mako any
threats It is not necessary for them to
do so for it Is understood by the man
who Is held up that they will do him In-
jury

¬

if he does not comply with their de-
mands

¬

The story of the gentleman quoted nbove
Is doubtless a true version of the matter
But It Is a fnct too that there are ban ¬

dits In Cuba who operate In a manner
which brings them more closely under the
definition of the term bandits These ban-
dits

¬

have been operating In Cuba to some
extent during the past year and it ap
Ienrs that they are Increasing rather than
diminishing This is due rgely to the
utter inefficiency of the rural guards in
the past Chicago Chronicle
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RUSSIAS FLOATING IDHT

I
The Retzivan an American 3Indo

Fightinjj Machine

nip IJnttlrnhlp Completed for tha
Cxar In a Model Vcmel One Thou
Hand Men Ilinployeil for Two YcnM
nt Philadelphia in the Construction
In her dock at Cramps shipyard Ilea

the Ketzlvan a fioatlng fort being com¬

pleted for the Czar of Russia When sha
goes to sea It will bo as embodiment
of the work of 1000 men for about two
years More for the work of thoso ohetf
men who dug the ore and the coal with
which that ore was smelted and wht
worked tho railroad which brought tha
Iron to the sen and of the men who mada
tho great guns and the electrlo appll
auces and alr compressors should
be counted as well

Yet th work of all theso men may ono
day be undone In an instant by the explo¬
sion of a single shell And the Iron mon ¬

ster with its human freight may go ta
tho bottom in a few minutes

However men continue to build battle-
ships

¬

America claims to have recently
added some of the best to her navy yel
the Itetzivan which goes to the Russian

J navy Is the first battleship of her class ta
be built in America In the manner which
now cor mands general approval In stzq

the she Is the total dla--

not

the

has

the

the

life

the
and

the

the

placement In normal trim being less than
13000 tons That Is she Is about the size
of the new battleship Maine but not so
great as the Illinois or Wisconsin

The noticeable feature of all these ncv
ships Including the Retzlvan ia theic
speed That of the Retzlvan Is required
to be at least eighteen knots per hour
That Is to say she must be able to steam
at that rate for twelve consecutive hours
to entitle her to acceptance It Is a re
cent matter to demand such speed is a
battleship It is not so long ago that
eighteen knots was regarded as a remark¬

able speed for a cruiser Tet cruisers now
exceed that speed by a considerable num-
ber

¬

of miles
Turning back to that revelation of naval

architecture and work the performance
of the battlehlp Oregon in coming from
the Pacific Station to the East around
the Horn It looks very much as If
the speed attained there was the pre-
cursor

¬

of the high requirements exacted
nowadays of battleships Sixteen knots
were once deemed almost the limit foe
battleships

The length of the Retzlvan on the load
water line is 3Sl feet In normal trim shar
would draw twenty five feet of water
Now given her speed which In actios
is not likely to be maintained at eighteen
knots per hour and Indeed will probably

tin practice not exceed sixteen knots how
will she compare with the American bat¬

tleships Tving personnel out of ac¬

count we turn to the dimensions of tho
ship Her depth from keel to main deck
Is forty three feet ten Inches leaving a
fresboard of more than eighteen feet
when she Is drawing twenty five feet

The armor of the Retzivan Is of tho
Krcpp variety the main belt at the side
having a mnximum thickness of nine
Inches Her armament Is practically the
same as lit of the American battleships
She carries four 12 inch guns in elliptical
mrrets paired fore and aft She has two
submerged and four above water torpe ¬

do tubes twelve 6 lnch rifles and forty
six rapid fire guns

In the American ship It should be hera
noted the recent tendency Is to utilize thu

gun In preference to any other
It was demonstrated that the S lnch gjni
Is most effective taking Into account tho
ability to handle and fire i as weU as
the effect of the missile

Between the 12 Inch guns In tha turrets
and the 6 lnCh rifles the S inch gun oc-

cupies
¬

a point of considerable vantage
It Is doubtful If any of the 12 or 13 lnch
shells fired at Santiago htt a mark The
big guns are slow to work cumbersome
necessarily difficult to point and so un-
trustworthy

¬

On the other hand the 6
inch shells by reason of their diminished
size lose much effect in long range firing

The effect of the 8 inch shells was am ¬
ply demonstrated at Manila They liter-
ally

¬

swept the Spanish fleet there
There Is therefore little to choose be

tween the two types of vessel barrlns
the superior size of the American craft
unless it be the S inch guns The S inch
guns may be said to have an advantage
in rapidity of fire but It Is slight By
the most recently devised mechanism tha
S lnch guns are brought Into the quick
firing class The old S lnch mechanism
such as was used at Manila was slow
It took two motions of the lever
cranks to load by it Now it takes but
one

So after all comparison comes back tS
speed and in speed theoretically at least
the American ships have but little ad-
vantage

¬

In effect the belief Is that then
advantage will be very great The ad¬

vantage if there be one will be
chiefly In the superiority of the men
cr rather In their greater mechanical
skill and capacity an advantage which
Americans claim and probably clnim
rightfully but which should be assumed
with much conservatism In material
there will be no choice and in ships ex-

cept
¬

as pointed out above the Retzlvan
being an American built vessel thero
should be none

The Russian navy has one advantage
however which may ultimately be very
great and that is its power of conscrip ¬

tion whereby a full personnel may al¬

ways be depended upon Recent experi ¬

ence in America has demonstrated that
volunteer enlistments In th6 navy are in¬

adequate to secure a full force for the
ships Indeed when some new ships were
lately put in commission others had to ue
nut in reserve for lack of crews A bat
tleship calls for many skilled men ma-

chinists
¬

electricians and such like to
whom neither the pay nor the chances of
advancement are enticing

Indeed a battleship Is a huge machine
shop compressed Into small space Skill
mechanical and scientific wins the day
Skill Is needed to run the machinery to
utilize the hundreds of scientific appli-
ances

¬

for loading and firing the guns for
compressing Ihe air for the torpedo mo-

tors
¬

for determining the range for han
dling the ship for keeping her in motion
when partly disabled by an enemys fire
and almost all of the details of her oper-
ation

¬

A slight calculation only will bo
necessary to show how great the advan-
tage

¬

to the party possessing the more
skillful men It Is no disparagement to
the Russians to say that their mechani-
cal

¬

acquirements are not on a par with
those of the Americans because no Eu¬

ropean country utilizes machinery as
generally as does thlt It follows that
the difference In mechanical skill ought
to rest with the Americans

One factor In a general comparison ha3
not been referred to Coaling stations
grow in importance as fleets grow In size
and may ultimately be the deciding fac-
tors

¬

In an International struggle The
Retzlvan carries a maximum load of
2000 tons of coal This would last her a
considerable time

The Retzivan was designed and planned
by Charles H Cramp of the famous
shipbuilding firm and family the Russian
Government making no stipulations other
than as to speed coal capacity and
weight of batteries She is the first bat-
tleship

¬

built in the United States to be
provided with ICrupp armor and equipped
with water tube lollers In subsequently
designed American vessels these charac-
teristics

¬

were adopted It Is likely that
the Retzlvan may be delivered to the
Russian Government before the end of
the year Philadelphia Times


